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 The Iowa Society of Mayflower 

Descendants Board of Assistants met on November 

4, 2017 at the Bonanza Steakhouse in Des Moines 

IA. Governor Linda Cassmann-Randall called the 

meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. Attending the board 

meeting were: Barb Gregersen, John Butler, Ken 

Callison, Linda Cassmann-Randall, Tom Jacobson, 

Pam Manning, Bill Nichols, Iris Eriksen, Dan 

Wiechmann, Jr., Maureen Wilson, Ruth Tucker, 

Bernadine McGuire, Barbara Clayton, and Gerald 

Graves (technical advisor).  

 The meeting opened with a prayer led by Elder Bill 

Nichols and the Pledge of Allegiance led by Captain 

Tom Jacobson.  

 Ken Callison moved that the August 5, 2017, 

minutes be approved as written, Maureen Wilson 

seconded. Motion passed.  

 The Treasurer’s report was accepted and filed for 

review.  Item on the report for Billington 

Descendants was for the new book.  Daniel 

Wiechmann, Jr. will check with Danielle Knutson 

about the scholarship fund,  

 Historian Pam Manning reported:  8 preliminary 

applications sent to Plymouth, 9 applications 

approved 1 supplemental application sent to 

Plymouth, 2 supplemental applications approved, 

currently 372 members in Iowa.  

 Jr. Membership Chair, Ruth Tucker, reported that 

there are 260 Jr. members.  Twenty-one will be aging 

out next year (2018).  

 Deputy Governor Daniel Wiechmann, Jr. reported 

that there were 336 delegates at the Triennial. The 1st 

Parrish Church gets any money collected if the 

General Society does not raise the Pledge of $3 

million.  Each Society was asked to donate $5,000.  

The Iowa Society will discuss this issue at the Spring 

Board of Assistants meeting..   Ken Callison was 

elected as the Assistant  

General at the Triennial.  

  Iris Eriksen donated $50 to the Scholarship Fund.   

Barb Gregersen volunteered for the Scholarship 

Evaluation Committee along with John Butler and 

Pam Manning.  

Old Business  

 “Turkey” decoration - Pam Manning brought in 

samples.  Decision on the turkeys was tabled.  

 Dan Wiechmann, Jr. moved and Ruth Tucker 

seconded that Gerald Graves be appointed 

“Technical Advisor”.  He will be a non-voting 

member of the Board of Assistants.  He will advise 

the Treasurer and Historian on the new laptop and 

software and also manage the website.  Motion 

carried.  

 Daniel Weichmann, Jr. moved and Bill Nichols 

seconded that the new website will be Iowa 

Mayflower.org.  Motion passed.  

  The Mission Statement introduced at the Annual 

Meeting, May 5, 2014, meeting will be recommended 

for approval at the General meeting.  

  The Annual Meeting will be held May 5, 2018.   

Contact John Butler about site and program.  

  Dan Wiechmann, Jr. moved and Bernadine 

McGuire seconded that Pam Manning consult with 

Gerald Graves about purchasing a color laser printer 

with scanner that prints both sides.  Motion passed. 

Dan Wiechmann, Jr. moved and Maurine Wilson 

seconded that not more than $400 be paid without 

Board approval.  Motion passed.   The 

following officers DO NOT pay annual dues: 

Historian,  Assistant  Historian, 

 Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, and Newsletter 

Editor.  

 A Donation to 1st Parrish Church was tabled until the 

March Board of Assistants meeting.  

 Dan Wiechmann, Jr. moved and Maureen Wilson 

seconded that after lineage records are scanned and on 

flash drives the Historian can destroy them.  Motion 

passed.  

 The March Board of Assistants meeting will be held 

March 3, 2018 at the Bonanza Steakhouse in Des 

Moines.  

  The meeting was adjourned at 11:05.  

  

    Barb Gregersen 

*************  

    Recording Secretary  

 The Compact Day meeting of the Iowa 

Society of Mayflower Descendants met on the fourth 

of November 2017at the Bonanza Restaurant in Des 

Moines, Iowa.  Many members wore Pilgrim clothing 

to the meeting. Governor Linda CassmanRandall 

called the meeting to order at 11:15 A.M.   Elder Bill 

Nicols, gave the invocation followed by Captain Tom 

Jacobson, leading the Pledge of Allegiance. Two new 

members were introduced.  

 The minutes of the May 6 Annual and August 5 Board 

of Assistants meeting were approved as printed in the 

Fall 2017 newsletter.   The treasurer’s report will be 

attached to the minutes and filed for review.  

IOWA MAYFLOWER SOCIETY MINUTES   



Historian Pam Manning reported:  

Applications sent to Plymouth 8  

Approved applications 9  

Supplemental application sent to Plymouth 1  

Approved supplemental applications  2  

Number of members 373  Junior 

Membership Chairman Ruth Tucker reported that 

there are 260 Junior members.  Fifteen Juniors will 

age out at 25 in the coming year, 2018.  Linda 

Cassman-Randall presented programs about the 

Pilgrims at  a nursing home in Marion, North Butler 

school and for home-schoolers.  Elise James will 

present a program about the Pilgrims to her 

grandson’s kindergarten class in Bettendorf. Barb 

Gregersen also presents a Pilgrim program in a 

Waterloo Schools.  Iris Eriksen is a storyteller who 

relates stories about the Pilgrim experience.  Barb 

Clayton and Ken Callison also present Pilgrim 

Programs to community organizations in their 

respective areas.   

 Iris Eriksen’s article about the Pilgrims was 

published in the fall edition of Our Iowa Magazine.   

Money from the publication will be placed in the 

scholarship fund. Pictures of the Iowa delegates to 

the Triennial in September were published in 3 

newspapers.  

 Daniel Wiechmann, Jr. was sworn in as Deputy 

Governor General at the Triennial meeting.  He 

reported that $3 million needs to be in an 

endowment fund for the 1st Parish  Church.  The 

Iowa Society needs time to discuss the amount of 

our donation.  

 Assistant General, Ken Callison, reported on the 

financial statement from the National Society and 

displayed a brochure for a tour to England.  

 Barb Clayton moved and John Butler seconded that 

the Mission Statement for the Iowa Society of 

Mayflower Descendants be approved.    “Our 

mission is to honor the courage and integrity of our 

Pilgrim ancestors, to preserve our heritage, to 

educate the public about our forefathers, to promote 

the study of history, and to foster appreciation for 

the liberties and freedom that we enjoy today.” 

Motion passed.   The meeting recessed 

for lunch at 11:45. Elder Bill Nicols led the prayer  

 The meeting resumed at 12:50 p.m.. with the
 program, Freedom: Five
 Who Fought for Freedom ,
 presented by Brian Bopp.   

  

 Governor Linda Cassmann-Randall presented Barb 

Manning and Ruth Tucker with certificates from the 

National Society for membership growth in 2014.  

  Deputy  Governor,  John  Butler,  read 

 the Mayflower Compact.  

  

Descendants attending meeting  

  John Alden   2  

  Isaac Allerton 3   

  Mary (Norris) Allerton 1   

  John Billington   3   

  William Bradford   2  

  William Brewster   4 1    

  James Chilton 1   

  Francis Cooke   5  

  Edward Doty   1  

  Francis Eaton   2   

  Edward Fuller   2  

  Samuel Fuller (son) 1    

  Dr. Samuel Fuller   1  

  Elizabeth (Fisher) Hopkins  1  

  Giles Hopkins     

  Stephen Hopkins   3   

  John Howland   3  

  William Mullins   1  

  Joseph Rogers   2  

  Henry Samson   1              

  George Soule    5    

  Elizabeth Tilley   1  

  John Tilley   2    

  Joan (Rogers) (Hurst) Tilley   1    

  Richard Warren   2  

  William White   1  

  

    

 A tie of descendants attending was between 

Francis Cooke and George Soule with 5 descendants 

each.  

  Brian Bopp gave the closing benediction.  The 

meeting was adjourned at 1:45  p.m.  

  

  The 2018 Annual Meeting will be on 

Saturday, May 5, 2018, at Bonanza Restaurant in Des 

Moines.  Members will pay for their own buffet 

meal.  The program will be determined at a later date.
   
  

Barb  Gregersen  

Recording Secretary     

**************  
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  Did you sponsor a junior member in the Iowa Society or did one of your parents or grandparents sponsor 

your children? If so, please make sure we have the current address of the junior member(s) in your family. We are  

sending mailings to our junior members and finding that many of them are coming back with bad addresses.   

 If your junior member’s family has an email address, please send it to us and we will send him/her copies of 

this newsletter! Please help keep our records up to date and save a little money!  

  Do you have children, grandchildren, nieces or nephews under the age of 18? Are they already junior  

members? If not, consider sponsoring them today! They will receive a personalized certificate, recognition in a  

future Iowa Hawkeye, and membership for a one-time application fee of $15 through the age of 25.   

 If a junior member becomes a full member between 18 & 25, the Society will waive $40 of the application fee—a 

big savings for you!  You can get the junior member application form at Mayflower Descendants in Iowa.  
   

Starving Time  

December 1622 - 1623  

  

  

 We know that the first feast of the Pilgrims in the fall of 1621, was a huge get- 

together and a bountiful feast. Edward Winslow’s letter details how the ninety 

Native American guests stayed in Plymouth Colony for a three-day celebration.  
 When the ship Fortune arrived a few days after this grand feast, there were thirty-

five more mouths to feed and only three of them were women. Not only that, they 

came with little more than the clothes they had worn on their journey from 

England. Governor William Bradford wrote in his journal: “... there was not so 

much as biscuit or cake or any other victuals for them, neither had they bedding, 

but some sorry things they had in their cabins; not a pot nor pan to dress any meat 

in; nor over many clothes...”  

 To make matters worse, the Pilgrim colonists of Plymouth Colony had not 

prepared for winter after they overestimated their grand harvest. With the 

additional settlers in Plymouth to feed plus the crew of the Fortune needing food 

for its return voyage on December 13, the food they had was severely rationed. 

Nearing starvation, Governor Bradford wrote: that “...it would not hold out above 

six months at half allowance...but they bore it patiently under  

Pilgrims Starving
, 1623
,
 
 b

y hope of supply”. Edward Winslow recorded this note: "And indeed, had we not  

 Granger  
been in a place where divers sorts of shell fish may be taken with the hand, we  

must have perished." By the spring in 1622, their food was gone and the harvest was still months away and many 

were too weak and weary to help with the raising of their crops. Edward Winslow traveled the Maine coast to trade 

provisions with English ships. Those he found would donate goods of some sort. When he returned his friends in 

Plymouth Colony were starving, but what little food he brought back had to be rationed.  

 The harvest in 1622 was a near failure and some of the crops that matured were even stolen by unfriendly Indians. 

When the corn supply was exhausted, they had no bread two or three months, and their entire diet consisted of fish 

and water.  

JUNIOR MEMBERS in IOWA   



 A blessing occurred when the ship, Discovery, visited Plymouth Colony once again on its way home to England 

from Virginia. On the ship were goods to settle their own debt with the merchant adventurers in England.  

  

Although William Bradford recorded that Captain Jones was not fair with the exchange of trading items, they gave 

thanks for the beads (“which were then good trade”) and some knives. This trade allowed them to trade with the 

Native Americans for precious corn. The Pilgrim settlers did not realize the value of corn until the Native Americans 

shared their Indian corn with them. From his journal, Bradford wrote of their hospitality to old friends aboard the 

Discovery: “...The best dish they could present their friends with was a lobster or a piece of fish without bread or 

anything else but a cup of fair spring water... By the time our corn is planted, our victuals are spent, not knowing at 

night where to have a bite in the morning, and have neither bread nor corn for 3 or 4 months together; yet bear our 

wants with cheerfulness, and rest on Providence."  
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 In the winter of 1623, the small shallop had been made into a fishing vessel. 

The Pilgrim settlers would rotate crews as they fished and unloaded their 

catches. Until harvest time, they could better survive on fish, clams, nuts, and 

if they were good shots, an occasional deer.  

 The Plymouth colonists prayerfully waited for their crops to produce, living 

only on a few grains of corn for four or five days at a time*. Unfortunately, the 

summer brought a very long drought that began turning their wilting crops 

brown. The Separatist Pilgrims always gave thanks for what they had. One a 

hot day in July, with no clouds in sight, they prayed for relief. Their prayers 

were answered the very next morning and, as Edward Winslow wrote: “such 

softe, sweet and moderate showers...As it is was hard to say whether our 

withered corne or drooping affections were most quickened and revived.”   

 In the meantime, they lived for days at a time with only a few grains of 

corn*.The welcomed relief and revival of their crops became a blessing times two! That same month, sixty new 

colonists arrived on the ships Anne and Little James, bringing ships full of goods for their survival. The fall harvest 

of 1623 was another blessing. Not only was it one of the best crops, it saved the Pilgrims from starvation by 

supplying food and they learned the art of preparation for winter months.  

 *For the descendants of Mayflower passengers, the five kernels of corn are symbols of the Pilgrims' willingness to 

fight great hardships for their beliefs, and most importantly, of their greatest legacy--a government by consent of 

the people with just and equal laws. The "Five Kernels of Corn" material is based largely on the work of Susan E. 

Roser of the Canadian Mayflower Society (as credited by www.rootsweb.ancestry.com)  

Of Plimoth Plantation 1620-1647, by William Bradford - page 96; page 112; page 130 

http://mayflowerhistory.com/letter-winslow-1621 http://www.lacolony.org/dps/dr2.html  

http://www.massmoments.org/moment.cfm?mid=357

 http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mosmd/  

  

Internet drawing of

 a shallop 
  



 

Iowa Mayflower Society Scholarship  
  

Requirements:   

      The applicant must be a descendant from one of the Mayflower passengers who came to America in 1620.    

      The applicant need not be a member of the Iowa Society but must have a blood relative who is a member 

of the Iowa Society. The ancestor and the Iowa member’s name and relationship to the applicant must be 

included.  

      The applicant must be a high school senior or a home school student who is the equivalent of a senior.  

The applicant must attend an accredited university, college, junior college, community college, or certified 

trade school.   

      Application must include at least two letters of recommendation from non-family members.  The letters 

should include identification of the writer along with a home or business address, the relationship with the 

student and length of time he/she has known the student, and the student’s qualities, which make the student 

an appropriate candidate for consideration.  

      A 500 word original typed or word-processed essay that includes a bibliography of at least two sources 

must be included.  The topic will be determined each year by the scholarship committee.  The topic for the 

2018 essay will be:   

  

 "Describe the diverse motivations that moved the Mayflower passengers to relocate 

to America and discuss the impact those motivations had on the development and 

governance of the settlement.”  
  
      A $500.00 scholarship will be paid to the post-high school institution the student attends after the first 

semester/term is completed.  

      A relative of the applicant may not be a judge in the rating of applications.  

  

  

  

  

  

400 
th   YEAR COMMEMORATIVE    

MAYFLOWER SHIRT   

P rofit from these shirts goes to the Scholarship Fund.   

  Orders are still being taken for these tee shirts or hoodies  to be delivered at   
the Annual   Meeting    May   5 ,  201 8 .  They come in  Mayflower Hot  Pink   or  

G ray   with  black  lettering .   Payment is   requested at time of ordering.   

Contact Linda Cassman - Randall   (319)   267 - 2297  •  lindaellen4765@gmail.com   

Tee shir ts  -   Sizes S, M, L,  XL  -   $15;  2 XL & up  -   $17   

      Hoo die sweatshirt  -   $30   
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IOWA MAYFLOWER SOCIETY  SCHOLARSHIP   

Iowa Mayflower

 Shirt  
  

Back View   

Hear all the
 News!!! 

  



   

APPLICATION for the Iowa Mayflower Society 2018 Scholarship  
   

Name of Applicant ___________________________________________________________________________   

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________   

Phone number ________________________________Email ________________________________________   

Name of the relative_________________________________________________  Iowa # __________________  

Relationship ______________________________  Mayflower ancestor _______________________________  

GPA,  community service,  school and/or church,  or any activities of importance. These activities are not 

mandatory, but are factors that may be considered.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_ __________________________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_ __________________________________________________________________________________________  

The application must be postmarked no later than April 15, 2018.  

Send to: Linda Cassmann-Randall, 21957 Hwy# 3, Allison, IA 50602-9310  
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  webmaster note: names of people not involved in the meetings or officers have been 

removed for privacy.  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

                                 

  

  

  

SCHOLARSHIP INFO INSIDE.  



 
GO GREEN: EMAIL REMINDER  

The Iowa Society of Mayflower Descendants now uses email exclusively wherever possible to communicate with 

members, applicants and prospective members. This includes distribution of the Iowa Hawkeye newsletter. Regular 

mail is used only for those members who do not use email, or by request to rmftucker@gmail.com             

Please contact us if there is a death, marriage, address change, etc. 

We need this information!!  

IOWA MAYFLOWER SOCIETY IS A TAX EXEMPT ORGANIZATION  

As of December 9, 2014, the Iowa Society of Mayflower Descendants has been determined by the Internal  

Revenue Service to be tax exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. This means that 

donors to the Iowa Society Scholarship Fund can deduct their contributions on their tax returns.   

 If you would like to make a donation to the Iowa Society Scholarship Fund, please make your check 

payable to "Iowa Society of Mayflower Descendants" with Scholarship in the Memo space, and send it to Danielle 

Knutson, Treasurer, 18473 Co. Hwy. D65, Hubbard, IA 50122-8401.   

  

  

        ANNUAL   MEETING   

 
  

Saturday,   5  
May 

  2018   

 

 

Bonanza Steakhouse   

  

  

  
HAVE YOU VISITED THE GENERAL SOCIETY OF MAYFLOWER  

DESCENDANTS WEBSITE S ?   < https://www.themayflowersociety.com/ >   

Mayflower Descendants in Iowa website?   
MAYFLOWERDESCENDANTSINIOWA   

Hear all the

 News!!! 

  


