
 
           
 
 
 

	
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 

Iowa	Mayflower	Society 

Compact	Day	Meeting,	
Saturday,	November	4,	2017	

	

BONANZA	STEAKHOUSE	

5029	NE	14th	St.	

Des	Moines,	Iowa	

 
       10 A.M.  Board of Assistants      
       11 A.M.  Business meeting                           
  Noon -   LUNCH – Buffet from menu 
        

                      1 p. m.  Program 
 
      FREEDOM - the story of five  
          who fought for freedom 
    Presented by Brian Bopp, aka  “B.Bopp.”  
 Rev. Bopp has been a full-time minister since 
1984. His repertoire of dramatic programs has been 
warmly received before more than 100,000 people 
across the nation. First-person testimony is the most 
compelling form of storytelling, and B.Bopp uses 
that powerful tool by dramatically portraying 
multiple characters in each program. 

  
******************* 
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Iowa Mayflower Society Officers 
2014-2017 

 
Deputy Governor General 
Daniel F. Wiechmann, Jr.               641-456-2667    
                                                      DFWjr@q.com                  
Assistant Governor General 
Kenneth R. Callison, Sr.                 515-468-0679 
	 																									myfamily1620@yahoo.com 
Governor  
Linda  E. Classmann-Randall         319-267-2297 
                                  lindaellen4765@gmail.com 
Deputy Governor                                               
John S. Butler                                 712-527-3814 
                                            jb22630@yahoo.com                                  
Recording Secretary  
Barbara J. Gregersen                       319-235-0040 
                                          gregerson@mchsi.com 
Corresponding Secretary 
Iris C. Eriksen                                 515-852-4559 
                            erikhupp@iowatelecom.net                                      
Treasurer    
Danielle L. Knutson                        641-864-3398  
																																												knutson@netins.net 
Historian   
Pamela J. Manning                          712-527-3204 
                            pammyandcharlie@aol.com                 
Assistant Historian   
 Ruth M. Tucker                              319-415-8093 
                                      RMFTucker@gmail.com 
Captain 
Thomas R. Jacobson                       515-964-1428 
                                          trjaco@yahoo.com                       
Elder 
 William C. Nichols                        515-598-5098 
                                          wnichint@aol.com 
Surgeon  
Barbara Clayton                              515-664-3876 
                                              ocbc76@yahoo.com 
Counselor 
Bernadine McGuire                        563-349-9296 
                                       bernB1964@mchsi.com 
Governor Emeritus 
Maureen D. Wilson                         515-252-0929                        
                               maureendwilson@yahoo.com	
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 For as long as I can remember I have enjoyed 
listing to the older people in my life talk of years gone 
by. After hearing a story from my grandfather about 
my g-g-grandparent’s voyage from Ireland to Prince 
Edward Island, Canada, I wondered what other stories 
I could find. 
 By chance in the early 80’s, I found I had 
Mayflower ancestors but I was busy raising 4 children 
and working full-time. As my children grew and 
started leaving home, I began my journey to the 
Mayflower. I became a member of the Iowa 
Mayflower Society in 1992. As a school employee, I 
found that the history textbooks are downplaying the 
importance of our ancestors’ part in the establishment 
of our country. 
 On my first trip to our Tri-annual Congress in 
Plymouth, MA, I remember our Governor General 
reminding us that it is our duty to share the story of the 
Mayflower and her passengers. So much has happened 
in our country’s history since we were in school.  
 I began sharing our story at our local school. I am 
now sharing that story with the children of those 

children. As adults, they still remember “The Pilgrim Lady” visits and often remind me of the things they learned. 
 It is our duty to educate our children as well as adults of the true story of our ancestors. Our Iowa Mission 
Statement reads: 
 “Our mission is to honor the courage and integrity of our Pilgrim ancestors, to preserve our 

heritage, to educate the public about our forefathers, to promote the study of history, and to foster 
appreciation for the liberties and freedom that we enjoy today.” 

This will be my mission for the next three years. I cannot do this without your help. If you have any information 
or suggestions, please contact me at: lindaellen4865@gmail.com or call (319) 215-0360. 
 

Linda Cassmann-Randall 
Governor 

 
 The Iowa Society of Mayflower Descendants Board of Assistants met at the Bonanza Steakhouse in Des 
Moines, IA, on May 6, 2017. Governor Daniel Wiechmann Jr. called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. Board 
members in attendance were Daniel Wiechmann Jr., Iris Eriksen, Ken Callison, Pam Manning, Linda Cassmann-
Randall, Barb Gregersen, Maureen Wilson, John Butler, Barbara Clayton, Bill Nichols, Tom Jacobson, and 
Bernadine McGuire. Gerald M. Graves was a visitor. 
 Deputy Governor General Ken Callison led the Pledge of Allegiance. Elder John Butler gave the invocation. 
Ken Callison moved and Linda Cassmann-Randall seconded that the minutes of the March 4, 2017 meeting be 
accepted as published. Motion passed. 
 The Treasurer’s report was given an informal reading since Danielle Knutson was absent. The report will be 
filed for review and is attached to the minutes. 
 Pam Manning gave the Historian’s report. The membership is 379 adult members. Ten preliminary 
applications have been sent to Plymouth. Three applications have been approved. Two supplemental applications 
are in the preliminary stage. 
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Iowa	Mayflower	members	attending	2017	Tri-Annual	

Congress	-	Bernadine	McGuire,	Pam	Manning,	Ken	Callison	

Sr,	Linda	Cassmann-Randall,	Barbara	Clayton 

IOWA	MAYFLOWER	SOCIETY	MINUTES	

GOVERNOR’S	MESSAGE	



 Ruth Tucker sent in a written report. There are 257 Jr. members. The Historian’s report is attached to the 
minutes 
 Deputy Governor General Ken Callison gave the National Officers’ report. The General Society is still trying 
to raise $3 million to repair the old church. They want to raise $10 million for an endowment fund for upkeep. 
 An invitation has been sent to the potential Governor General to visit the Iowa Society for the May 2019 
meeting. That weekend is May 3-5, 2019. Ken Callison stated that the Deputy Governor General and the Assistant 
Governor General for the Iowa Society will be nominated at the Triennial Meeting in September. 
 John Butler will explain about the scholarship and introduce the winner at the Annual Meeting today. He will 
also give the necrology report during the regular meeting. Three members have died during the past year. 
 Gerald Graves gave a report on the new computer that will be used by the treasurer and historian. 90% of the 
needed programs are installed. 
 After some discussion, the matter of raising the program fee was tabled until the August meeting. 
New Business 
 Delegates to the Triennial Meeting this September are Ken Callison, Pam Manning, Barbara Clayton, 
Florence Stevenson, Linda Cassmann-Randall, Bernadine McGuire, and Daniel Wiechmann , Jr. 
 The special T-shirts that we will sell at the Triennial meeting have been ordered and Linda Cassmann-Randall 
will ship them to the General Society in Plymouth. 
 The next Board of Assistants meeting will be on August 26, 2017 at the Bonanza in Des Moines. 
 The meeting adjourned at 10:53 a.m.  
  Barb Gregersen 
  Recording Secretary 

************* 
 Governor Daniel Wiechmann, Jr. called the Iowa Society of Mayflower Descendants General meeting to 
order on May 6, 2017, at Bonanza Restaurant in Des Moines, IA, at 11:00 A.M.   Elder John Butler led the 
opening prayer. 
 Deputy Governor General Ken Callison led the Pledge of Allegiance. The members sang “Happy Birthday” to 
both Maureen Wilson and Daniel Wiechmann, Jr. Members introduced themselves, spouses and guests. 
 The treasurer’s report will be attached to the minutes and filed for review.  
 The Secretary’s report of the November meeting was accepted as printed in the newsletter. 
 Historian Pam Manning reported membership of 379 adult members.  Ten applications have been sent to 
Plymouth. Fifteen applications have been approved since November 2016.  Two supplemental applications were 
sent in to Plymouth.       
 There	are	eighteen	new	Junior	Members	making	a	total	of		257	junior	members.	Fourteen	will	reach	the	
age	of	18	and	twenty	will	age	out	at	the	age	of	25.	Historian’s	report	is	attached	to	the	minutes. 
 Deputy Governor General Ken Callison reported that the General Society is attempting to raise $10 million 
for an Endowment Fund to maintain the Old Church in Plymouth.  The church would be donated to the General 
Society if the funds can be raised.  Ken also stated that the General Society is expecting a lot of growth in 
membership between now and 2020. 
 John Butler, chairman of the nominating committee, introduced the Amendment to the By-Laws concerning 
the Governor Emeritus.  By-law is attached to the minutes.  Ken Callison moved and Linda Cassmann-Randall 
seconded that the Amendment be accepted.  Motion Passed. 
 John Butler presented the slate of candidates for the 2017-2020 term. 
 
Governor – Linda Cassman-Randall 
Deputy Governor – John Butler 
Recording Secretary – Barb Gregersen 
Corresponding Secretary – Iris Eriksen 
Treasurer – Danielle Knutson 
Historian – Pam Manning 

Assistant Historian Junior Member Chair –  
          Ruth Tucker 
Captain – Tom Jacobson 
Elder – William Nichols 
Surgeon – Barb Clayton 
Counselor – Bernadine McGuire

 
 Elise James moved and Bill Miller seconded that the nominated slate become the elected slate.  Motion 
passed. 
 The following members will be nominated for National Office at the Triennial Meeting – Daniel Wiechmann 
Jr. as Deputy Governor General and Ken Callison as Assistant Governor General.  
 The delegates to the Triennial Meeting in Plymouth this September are Ken Callison, Pam Manning, Barbara  
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Clayton, Florence Stevenson, Linda Cassmann-Randall, Bernadine McGuire, and Daniel Wiechmann. Jr. 
 John Butler introduced Mitchell Eberle from Marshalltown High School as the 2017 winner of the Iowa 
Society Scholarship contest. 
 John Butler read the Mayflower Compact. 
  
Roll call of the descendants of Mayflower Passengers attending the meeting: 
 
John Alden 4 
John Billington  3   
William Bradford  3   
William Brewster  6   
Love Brewster  1   
James Chilton  1   
Francis Cooke   8   
Francis Eaton  1   
Edward Fuller  2 
 

Samuel Fuller (son)  2  
Dr. Samuel Fuller  2   
Stephen Hopkins  5   
Mrs. Elizabeth (Fisher)  
    Hopkins1 
Giles Hopkins  1 
John Howland   11 
Priscilla Mullins  2 
William Mullins  3 
Thomas Rogers   3 

Henry Samson  1 
George Soule  6 
John Tilley   4 
Elizabeth Tilley  5 
Mrs. Joan (Rogers) (Hurst)   
Tilley  3 
Richard Warren  9 
William White 1

John Howland had the most descendants present with 11. 
  
 Gerald Graves reported that 90% of the needed programs have been installed on the new donated computer 
for the treasurer. 
 John Butler gave the necrology report for deceased members May 2016-May 2017.  The deceased are Lois 
Eileen Jons Coursey, Olive Elaine Fitch Vinzant, and Marvin Edward Jones. 
 The meeting was recessed for lunch at noon. John Butler prayed before the meal. 
 The meeting reconvened at 1:00 with the program. 
 Lance Mack presented a reenactment of Abraham Lincoln.  He was costumed as Lincoln and used Lincoln’s 
own words in his presentation. 
 Maureen Wilson asked for donations for a drawing for the items that she had brought to the meeting.  The 
$110 collected was donated to the scholarship fund. 
 John Butler gave the closing Benediction.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:25 p.m. 
 An announcement was made that the November Compact Meeting will be on Saturday, November 4, 2017, at 
Bonanza Restraurant in Des Moines, Iowa. 
 

Barb  Gregersen 
Recording Secretary     

************** 
	

The Iowa Society of Mayflower Descendants Board of Assistants met on August 5, 2017 at the Bonanza 
Steakhouse in Des Moines IA. Governor Linda Cassman-Randall called the meeting to order at 10:14 a.m. 

Those attending the board meeting were: Ken Callison, Barb Gregersen, John Butler, Linda Cassmann-
Randall, and Maureen Wilson, Bill Nichols, Ruth Tucker, Pam manning, Barbara Clayton, Tom Jacobson. 
Guests:  Gerald Graves and Candy Butler 
 The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Tom Jacobson. The Prayer was given by Bill Nichols 
 The minutes of the May 6, 2017 were accepted as printed. 
 The Treasurer’s report was accepted and filed for review.  The reports have not been officially “reviewed” yet. 
Historian Pam Manning reported that 2 applications have been approved since May 2017.  Seven applications are 
pending.  Total membership is 367. 
 Jr. Membership Chairman Ruth Tucker reported that there are 257 Junior members. 
National Officer’s Report 
 Ken Callison missed the last conference call, but there is no new business to report. The Society is still 
working on the issues connected with “First Church”. 
Old Business 
 “Turkey” table decorations – Barb Clayton has created a turkey to have constructed and used as a fund-raiser. 
 Gerald Graves explained the setup of the laptop and software.  Quickbooks is set up for financial matters, but 
not being used currently.  Member’s information is on another system.  There are “readers” for Smart Phones. 
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 Bill Nichols moved and John Butler seconded to pay up to $150 for a meeting program.  Motion passed. 
 “New Directory Format – The Board agreed to change the format for the new Directory to 8 ½ x 11 pages and 
to eliminate the booklets.  The Membership Directory is published every 3 years.  Maureen Wilson moved and  
Iris Eriksen seconded that the Board include a notice in the next newsletter concerning the availability of the new 
directory.  Ruth Tucker will be asked to include a notice similar to the following: “The new Directory will be 
coming out after the May meeting.  All email subscribers will receive a copy of the Directory via email.  Any 
member who desires a hard copy of the Directory must request a copy and pay a fee for printing and postage.  
Requests should be directed to Ruth Tucker.” 
 The sentence “Any member who desires a hard copy of the Directory must request a copy and pay a fee for 
printing and postage.” was eliminated.  Bill Nichols moved and Ruth Tucker seconded that it be replaced by the 
sentence “Printed copies will be provided upon request.  Donations are accepted.”  Motion passed. 
New	Business 
 Ken Callison moved and Barb Clayton seconded that the following topic be used for the 2018 Scholarship 
Essay – “Describe the diverse motivations that moved the Mayflower passengers to relocate to America and 
discuss the impact those motivations had on the development and governance of the settlement.” 
 Ruth Tucker resigned from the committee.  John Butler, Pam Manning, and Barb Gregersen remain on the 
committee. General members will be invited to join this committee in the next newsletter. 
 Maureen Wilson reported that the Compact meeting on November 4, 2017, will be held at the Reserve in 
Urbandale.  She will handle ordering the meal but members will need to assist in set up and clean up of the dining 
area.  Maureen Wilson will present a program using artifacts from the French and Indian War through the Viet 
Nam Conflict. 
 Ruth Tucker distributes this booklet, “Pilgrims: Then and Now”, to new members. The price per copy has 
increased to $7.20.  Barb Clayton moved and Pam Manning seconded that “We continue to supply new members 
with the booklet “Pilgrims: then and Now”.  Motion passed. 
 The next meeting will be at 10:00 a.m. on November 4. 2017 at the Reserve in Urbandale. 
 The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m.  Bil Nichols closed the meeting with a  prayer. 
  
   Recording Secretary 
   Barb  Gregersen 
 
 

APPROVED APPLICATIONS Since the Spring, 2017, Newsletter 
 
Descendants of John Alden 
 General # 91341 Iowa 1523 
 Timothy Patrick Cloyd 
 Runnells, Iowa 
 
Descendants of William Bradford 
 General # 91698 Iowa # 1525 
 Kathleen Suzanne Cox Milroy 
 Marshfield, Missouri 
 
Descendants of Francis Cooke 
 General # 91662 Iowa # 1524 
 James Jay Giles 
 Creston, Iowa 

 

Descendants of Richard Warren 
 General # 91299 Iowa # 1521 
 Barton Livingstone Reed 
 Eden Prairie, Minnesota 
 
 General # 91300 Iowa # 1522 
 Mitchell Warren Reed 
 Orinda, California 
 
Descendants of William White 
 General # 91276 Iowa # 1520 
 Margaret Louise “Peg/Peggy” Mewhirter  
          Beckwith 
 King City, Oregon

 
 Did you sponsor a junior member in the Iowa Society or did one of your parents or grandparents sponsor your 
children? If so, please make sure we have the current address of the junior member(s) in your family. We are  
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sending mailings to our junior members and finding that many of them are coming back with bad addresses. If  
your junior member’s family has an email address, please send it to us and we will send him/her copies of 
this newsletter! Please help keep our records up to date and save a little money! 
 Do you have children, grandchildren, nieces or nephews under the age of 18? Are they already junior  
members? If not, consider sponsoring them today! They will receive a personalized certificate, recognition in a 
future Iowa Hawkeye, and membership for a one-time application fee of $15 through the age of 25. If a junior 
member becomes a full member between 18 & 25, the Society will waive $40 of the application fee—a big 
savings for you!  You can get the junior member application form at Mayflower Descendants in Iowa. 

 
 
 

  
JR#                    NAME                                    SPONSOR              MF ANCESTOR 
1273  Banks Roy Neilson  Linda S. Harris IA# 654, Gr. Aunt            John Howlan 
 

 The Mayflower Compact, signed in 1620 by the 
passengers of the Mayflower, became a milestone in 
self-government in the Americas, inspiring future 
documents such as the Constitution of the United 
States. The Mayflower, after being blown off of its 
course for Virginia, landed in the then remote and 
empty land of what is now Massachusetts, at Cape 
Cod. Some passengers on the ship began to argue 
that, since the ship was not in Virginia territory, the 
laws of Virginia would not apply.  
 Isolated and outside the power of the King of 
England, the Pilgrims created a government of the 
people, pledging to create and follow laws for the 
good of the colony. Although the Pilgrims believed 
before setting out that they could, like the 
established independent churches in Europe, 
“become a body politic, using amongst themselves 
civil government, and to choose their own rulers 

from among themselves” (Young), they did not 
know the impact their Compact would have on the 
future of their lands. 
  The Mayflower Compact played a key role in 
establishing the idea of independent rule in the 
Americas, an idea which led to the Revolutionary 
War and to the creation of the Constitution of the 
United States. The Mayflower Compact, by 
necessity, drew its power from the people who 
signed it, the passengers of the Mayflower. The 
Pilgrims were far beyond the power of the King of 
England or that of the Virginia Colony. This 
government with the power in the hands of the 
people was a stepping stone towards the democracy 
laid out in the Constitution of the United States. 
Even though the colonists still considered 
themselves loyal citizens of the crown, this self-
government inspired the government that the United 
States has to this day. 
 Besides establishing self-government, the 
Mayflower Compact allowed the colonists to elect a 
leader for the colony: a precursor to the elections set 
out in the Constitution of the United States. Each 
year the colony held elections to choose a governor 
and other officials, who would lead the colony for 
their term. These democratic elections set a 
foundation for the elections laid out in the 
Constitution of the United States. 
 Furthermore, while not directly laid out in the 
Compact, an early representative democracy 
appeared in the colony. As the colony grew and 
more towns arose, not all voting citizens were able 
to appear at the General Court sessions. These outer 
towns would begin to send deputies to represent 
them in the court. This system became similar to that 
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JUNIOR	MEMBERS	added	since	February	2017	

John Butler, Scholarship Chair, and Mitchell Eberle 
Iowa Mayflower Scholarship Winner,  6 May 2017 

 

IOWA MAYFLOWER SOCIETY SCHOLARSHIP 



laid out in the Constitution for the Congress of the 
United States.  
   The Mayflower Compact had a profound impact 
on the future of government in the Americas. It laid 
the foundation for self-government in the Americas, 
putting the power in the hands of the people for the 
first time. It also established ideas of elections of 
leaders and the representative democracy in the 
future United States. The Mayflower Compact 
established the powerful idea of self-governance in 
the Americas, an idea that would shape the 

Constitution and later the government of the United 
States. 

Citations: 
Costly, Andrew. "Mayflower Compact." 
Constitutional Rights Foundation. N.p., n.d. Web. 26 
Feb. 2017. 
Young, Alexander. Chronicles of the Pilgrim fathers 
of the colony of Plymouth. Boston: n.p., 1841. 
Google Books. Web. 26 Feb. 2017. 
 

 

 
400th YEAR COMMEMORATIVE  

MAYFLOWER SHIRT 
Profit from these shirts goes to the Scholarship 

Fund. 
 Orders are still being taken for these tee shirts 
or hoodies to be delivered at the Annual Meeting  
May 6,  2017.  They come in Mayflower Hot  

                                                    Pink or Gray with black lettering. Payment is  
                                                    requested at time of ordering. 
 

Contact Linda Cassman-Randall 
(319) 267-2297 • lindaellen4765@gmail.com 

Tee shirts - Sizes S, M, L,  XL - $15;   2XL & up - $17 
Hoodie sweatshirt - $30 

 
 
 
 
 

********************** 
 
http://plimoth.org/mayflowerII-blog/ 

Mayflower II 

Sixty Summers Ago ~ Sixty Summers Later 

 A British soldier, Warwick Charlton, was on his way home on an American troopship after World War II, 
when he went to the ship’s library for something to read. 

“There were only a few books in the library of the ship. Most of these were novels and light reading. I was 
looking for a serious book, one that would be difficult to read. In digging about I ran across Governor Bradford’s 
book. It was just what I wanted – voluminous and written in difficult script. I read it through. I was deeply 
impressed with the character of the Pilgrims and what they did in America. The thought came to me what a 
wonderful thing it would be if a new Mayflower could be built by the people of England and be sailed over to be 
given to the people of America,” Warwick Charlton is quoted as saying.  
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If you would like to make a donation to the Iowa Society Scholarship Fund, please make your 
check payable to "Iowa Society of Mayflower Descendants" with Scholarship in the Memo space, and send it 
to Danielle Knutson, Treasurer, 18473 Co. Hwy. D65, Hubbard, IA 50122-8401.	

Iowa	Mayflower	Shirt	

Front	view	

Iowa	Mayflower	Shirt		

Back	View 



 This passionate man wanted a way of personally demonstrating his gratitude to the United States for helping 
his country during the war. This dreamer and schemer made it happen. 
 He was being criticized and had little money, but this 
persistent man would not take no for an answer. Returning to 
his journalism job after the war, he described the plan of his 
to friends and colleagues. 
 He set up a non-profit organization to fund the building of 
Mayflower II. Of course, one challenge was finding 17th-
century tools and materials to build an exact replica of 
the original Mayflower. Charlton traded rope, timber and sails 
in exchange for the investors to have the opportunity to link 
their names with the Mayflower II building project. Being quite 
a clever organizer, he gated the entrance of the shipyard with a 
sign that read: "Come and look around the hull of Plimoth 
Plantation photo Mayflower II. Entrance fee: two shillings." 
Nearly a quarter of a million people paid to see the unique 
project before the ship set sail for America! 

 Warwick Charlton wanted the Mayflower II to be as 
close to original as possible, but no drawings existed and 
the last known record of the Mayflower was in 1624. 
Coincidentally, he found that a museum in Plymouth, 
Massachusetts, was also working on a replica of the 
Mayflower. By 1955, William Baker, an American naval 
architect, had already done the research, drawn plans and 
was in the process of building a replica ship. The 
museum, Plimoth Plantation, then partnered with 
Warwick Charlton’s group to complete Mayflower II.   
 The much-loved replica, Mayflower II, was 
finished in 1957 at Upham Shipyard in the town of 
Brixham, Devon, England. The voyage for this full-sized 
Mayflower replica, sailed on April 20, from Plymouth, 
Devon, England, 
with Alan Villiers as 
its captain. The 
Atlantic voyage took 
sixty-six days in 

the fall of 1620 and only fifty-four days in the spring of 1957. Some critics in 
England felt that Mayflower II was not going to make it across the Atlantic 
Ocean in 1957. In fact, an English newspaper only gave the Mayflower 

replica a 50-50  
chance of success! 
The ship was similar 
to the 1620  
Mayflower in some 
ways. The ship had 
no motors and  
carried “brave sailors.” The sailors’ bravery was 
challenged, however. During the night of June 8, strong 
rain squalls violently tossed the Mayflower II, possibly 
bringing to mind the story that Charlton had read about in 
William Bradford’s book, where a young Mayflower 

passenger, John Howland, was thrown overboard, then rescued, during such a storm in 1620. After the 1957 storm 
passed, the Mayflower II had been forced seventy miles off course! When the Mayflower II arrived at Plymouth 
Harbor on June 13, 1957, (Plimoth Plantation photo above), tens of thousands were there to accept the gift from 
Warwick Charlton and England. For a 1957 newsreel story of the arrival of Mayflower II, visit: 
https://youtu.be/EvqVXgdqooI    8 

Plimoth	Planation	founder,	Hnery	Hornblower	and	

costumed	Warwick	Charlton	

Plimoth	Plantation	photo 

Captain	and	crew	of	Mayflower	II	

Photo	courtesy	of	Wicked	Local	
Plymouth 

Plimoth Plantation Photo 



 Mayflower II then paid a visit to New York in July where Queen Elizabeth and Price Philip were visiting. A 
ticker tape parade honored Warwick Charlton and, not to miss an opportunity while in New York, he made an 
appearance on the television game show, “I’ve Got a Secret.” While in America, he extended his stay to tour the 
country. For many years later, Warwick Charlton returned nearly every year to visit Mayflower II and historic 
“Plymouth Colony”, the subject of William Bradford’s, Of Plimoth Plantation, and Charlton’s inspiration for 
Mayflower II. 

 Millions of visitors from around the world have stepped onto 
Mayflower II. Anyone taller than five feet, crouch as they walk through 
the ‘tween deck. This area would have 
been “home” to the 102 passengers for the 
66- day Atlantic voyage aboard the 
1620 Mayflower. The small, and roughly-
hewn shelves along the curved sides, once 
would have been beds to our ancestors! 
Only the lucky travelers slept in hammocks 
that were suspended between support posts. 
 The beautiful wooden ship has been 
on display since 1957, regally sitting in the 
waters of Plymouth Bay, but beginning to 
show age. The wooden vessel has undergone 
minor repairs in the past and will have major 
work done now. It is in Mystic Seaport, in 
Mystic Connecticut, where it is being 
repaired and prepared for another debut, sometime between 2019 and 
2020, and just before the 400th anniversary of the Pilgrims’ founding of 
Plymouth. 

 Mayflower II is receiving painstaking care by Mystic Seaport, in Mystic 
Connecticut, the nation’s leading maritime museum and harbor to tall ships. Founded 
in 1929, it has become a national center for research and education, as well as one of 
the country’s most prized shipyards. It has been said that there are large numbers of 
craftspeople who have superior knowledge of historic boats. These tall ship 
specialists are seeing to it that this historic Mayflower replica remains true to its 
history as they continue to also work alongside Plimoth Plantation’s maritime 
experts. 

 The 1620 Mayflower was built of 
English Oak timbers, hand-forged 
nails and linen canvas sails, which 
were sewn by hand! Warwick 
Charlton and Plimoth Plantation saw 
to it that the ship included as many authentic 1620 details 
as possible, in
cluding Stock
holm tar used 
on the hemp 
riggings. 
 
  

 
Watch the repairs live ... yes, live! Please visit: 
http://plimoth.org/mayflowerLive 
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Thanksgiving	Day	2011,	visitors	of	

Mayflower	II 

Tugging	Mayflower	II	for	

repairs	

	Plimoth	Plantation	photo 

Plimoth	Plantation	photo 

Painstaking	care	of	Mayflower	II		

Plimoth	Plantation	photo 



General Society of Mayflower Descendants is excited to 
present to our membership a brand new partnership with 
New England Historic Genealogical Society.  
      
 There has never been a better 
time to be a member of the New 
England Historic Genealogical 
Society (NEHGS)! With a 
growing collection of 1.4 
BILLION names on 
AmericanAncestors.org, original 
scholarship, and unique 

educational resources; NEHGS has the tools and expertise you need to 
uncover your family’s unique story. 
 The General Society of Mayflower Descendants is pleased to partner 
with NEHGS to offer you special discounted rates on NEHGS 
membership. If you are joining NEHGS for the first time, you will also 
receive a free, 15-minute consultation with a genealogist to help you get 
started. 
MEMBERS RECEIVE: 
 • Full access to over 1.4 BILLION names on AmericanAncestors.org 
 • Subscriptions to the NEHGS quarterly magazine, American Ancestors, and The Register – The Journal of 

American Genealogy 
 • Discount on NEHGS publications and services 
 • Free access to the NEHGS Boston research Library 
 • Access to the most exclusive and essential research materials and assistance in family history 
You can redeem your exclusive offer over the phone by calling the NEHGS Member Services Team at 888-296-
3447 (choose option 1). Be sure to have your 5-digit General Society number at hand so that your membership 
can be verified. 
 You can also redeem this offer online by clicking below. If you are joining NEHGS as a new member, click 
“Join” below to start your membership. If you are already a member of NEHGS, click “Renew” to login to your 
account and renew your membership.  
 
JOIN NEHGS >> 
RENEW WITH NEHGS >> 
 
Offer valid only for current members of the General Society of Mayflower Descendants. Join discount and free 
consultation only valid for new memberships. Renewal discount only valid on membership renewals.  
 

***************** 
Mayflower DNA Project Information 

In 1620, a group of 104 English Separatists arrived in New England aboard the Mayflower. After a harsh 
winter, only 52 of the original Pilgrims survived and founded Plymouth Colony. Their progeny today 
makes up some of the oldest families in the United States, and through a cooperative project with Family 
Tree DNA (FTDNA) and the General Society of Mayflower Descendants (GSMD), an effort is now 
underway to match genetic descendants back to these Mayflower families.  
 The GSMD maintains a project through FTDNA that incorporates Y Chromosomal DNA (Y-DNA), 
mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA), and autosomal (nuclear) DNA. The Y-DNA test results from proven male-line 
descendants will be matched with Y-DNA tests from other proposed male descendants of the Mayflower 
passengers, and may even include pre-Mayflower descendants from the UK.  Presently, we believe that our 67-
marker YDNA test provides sufficient coverage of the Y-chromosomal genetic markers needed to indicate a 
strong potential connection to a Mayflower male line.  Please contact the Administrator Mike Terry of the GSMD 
Mayflower DNA Project to discuss additional Y-DNA testing and genealogical record reviews that could be 
performed to confirm your potential Mayflower lineage. mterry3158@sbcglobal.net 
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 If you order your tests from FTDNA through the Mayflower DNA Project, when the test results are completed 
they will be included in the project with your permission. No private information is shared. For GSMD members 
who have taken tests in the past through FTDNA, you can join the Mayflower DNA project by doing a join 
request. From this point on males must complete a Y-67 test and for Women a full mtDNA sequence test.  If you 
completed a DNA test at Ancestry.com or 23AndMe you can download your results and upload them to FTDNA 
for free and join the Mayflower DNA project.   
 To join the project, go to FTDNA.com. On the tab near the top, click on Projects. In the search box type 
Mayflower. Open the Mayflower Project title. Tests bought from the Mayflower DNA Project are discounted for 
members. 
 
Questions: Mayflower Project DNA Administrator Mike Terry can be emailed at mterry3158@sbcglobal.net 
Click here to read the GSMD and FTDNA Partnership Press Release >> 
 

*********************** 
The new 2017 – 2020 Iowa Mayflower Society Directory is here. All email subscribers will receive a 
copy of the Directory via email.  Printed copies will be provided upon request.  Donations are accepted. Requests 
should be directed to Ruth Tucker.  (See page 1) 

Please contact us if there is a death, marriage, address change, etc. 
We need this information!! 

 
PAY 2018 MAYFLOWER SOCIETY DUES NOW 

Please use this membership form to help keep addresses current when you renew your 2018 Membership.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

IOWA MAYFLOWER SOCIETY  
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM - 2018 

2018 Annual Dues  ($25) _________              $30 if submitting after 31 December, 2017 _________ 
Friends of the Iowa Mayflower Society ($15) ______              Scholarship Donation _________ 
   (Available to spouses, adopted or foster children of Iowa member)  
 
______ Yes, I want my newsletter via email attachment. 
 
Name _________________________________________________      Date____________________ 

Address _______________________________________________      Ch# ____________________ 

City_________________State___________ 9-digit Zip Code________________________________ 

Phone ________________________________  E-mail _____________________________________ 

Send check payable now to Iowa Mayflower Society to:   
Mrs. Danielle Knutson, Treasurer, 18473 Co. Hwy D-65, Hubbard, IA  50122-8401 

Pay your 2018 dues (due 31 Dec 2017) to avoid a $5 penalty. 
Please send $25 before 31 December 2017. 
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IOWA MAYFLOWER SOCIETY IS A TAX EXEMPT ORGANIZATION 

As of December 9, 2014, the Iowa Society of Mayflower Descendants has been determined by the Internal 
Revenue Service to be tax exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. This means that 

donors to the Iowa Society Scholarship Fund can deduct their contributions on their tax returns.  

 If you would like to make a donation to the Iowa Society Scholarship Fund, please make your 
check payable to "Iowa Society of Mayflower Descendants" with Scholarship in the Memo space, and send it 
to Danielle Knutson, Treasurer, 18473 Co. Hwy. D65, Hubbard, IA 50122-8401.  
 
 



Ruth M.F. Tucker 
339 Lawrence St. 
Evansdale IA 50707-1231 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
     

IOWA SOCIETY HAVE  
MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS 
   Address Correction requested. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                	
 

 

 

 

       COMPACT DAY MEETING 
		Saturday,	4	November		2017	

																	Bonanza	Steakhouse	

																								See	Page	1	

	

HAVE YOU VISITED THE GENERAL SOCIETY OF MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS WEBSITES? 
 <https://www.themayflowersociety.com/> 

Or the Mayflower Descendants in Iowa website? 
http://sites.google.com/site/mayflowerdescendantsiniowa/ 

  
GO GREEN: EMAIL REMINDER 

The Iowa Society of Mayflower Descendants now uses email exclusively wherever possible to communicate with 
members, applicants and prospective members. This includes distribution of the Iowa Hawkeye newsletter. 
Regular mail is used only for those members who do not use email, or by request to rmftucker@gmail.com            

	

Hear	all	the	News!!!	

Pay 2018 Iowa 
Mayflower 

Society Dues by 
December 31 to 

avoid $5 
penalty. See p. 
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