
 
           
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 

 
 

Iowa	Mayflower	Society		
Annual	Meeting,	
Saturday,	May	7,	2016	
Bonanza	Steakhouse		

5029	NE14th	St.	(I80	Exit	136),	Des	Moines,	Iowa	
	
    9 A.M.  Coffee & Visiting       
  10 A.M.  Board of Assistants      
  11 A.M.  Business meeting                            
  Noon -   LUNCH – Buffet from menu 
 
    1 P.M.  Program: Shari Stelling – Librarian, Research Center,       
                                 State Historical Society of Iowa,  
                                 Des Moines, Iowa 
 
Come and visit with your “cousins”.  It is always a good time. 
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Iowa Mayflower Society Officers 

2014-2017 
Deputy Governor General 
Kenneth R. Callison, Sr.                 515-468-0679 
	 																									myfamily1620@yahoo.com       
Assistant Governor General 
Maureen D. Wilson                         515-252-0929                        
                               maureendwilson@yahoo.com 
Governor 
Daniel F. Wiechmann, Jr.               641-456-2667    
                                                      DFWjr@q.com                  
Deputy Governor                                               
Linda  E. Cassman-Randall            319-267-2297 
                                  lindaellen4765@gmail.com                                    
Recording Secretary  
Barbara J. Gregersen                       319-235-0040 
                                          gregerson@mchsi.com 
Corresponding Secretary 
Iris C. Eriksen                                 515-852-4559 
                            erikhupp@iowatelecom.net                                      
Treasurer    
Danielle L. Knutson                        641-864-3398  
																																												knutson@netins.net 
Historian   
Pamela J. Manning                          712-527-3204 
                            pammyandcharlie@aol.com                 
Assistant Historian   
 Ruth M. Tucker                              319-415-8093 
                                      RMFTucker@gmail.com 
Captain 
Kevin M. Shipley                            515-974-1110                     
                                 comatose50@gmail.com                        
Elder   
John S. Butler                                 712-527-3814 
                                            jb22630@yahoo.com 
Surgeon  
 
Counselor 
Bernadine McGuire                        563-349-9296 
                                       bernB1964@mchsi.com 
	 	
	

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
 
August – Board of Assistant meeting 
 
Saturday, November 5 - Compact Day, The Reserve, 
Urbandale, Iowa 

	



	 	

	
	 The Iowa Society of Mayflower Descendants Board of Assistants met at the Bonanza Restaurant in Des 
Moines on March 5, 2016.  Governor Daniel Wiechmann called the meeting to order at 10:00 am.  Board 
members in attendance were Daniel Wiechmann Jr., Danielle Knutson, Iris Eriksen, Ken Callison, Maureen 
Wilson, Pam Manning, Linda Cassmann-Randall, Barb Gregersen, John Butler, and Bernadine McGuire.   
 Ken Callison led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Elder John Butler gave the invocation.  
 The minutes of the November 7, 2015 meeting were approved as corrected. 
  Danielle Knutson gave the Treasurer’s report.  There are 29 members who have not yet paid their membership 
dues. The Treasurer’s report was accepted and filed for review.  
  Pam Manning gave the Historian’s report.  The membership is 381 adult members as of March 1, 2016. Four 
applications have been sent to Plymouth. Ten applications have been approved; also 1 transfer and 1 
supplemental.                           
 There was no Junior Member report. 
  Deputy Governor General Ken Callison gave the National Officers’ report.  All members of the Board of 
Assistants are being strongly encouraged to contact their congress members about approval of a special coin being 
minted to commemorate the 400th anniversary of Plymouth.  Sample letters to Congress members were distributed 
to members who have not yet contacted their representatives.  There are several proposals for distributing any 
profits from the sale of these coins.   Darlene Gardner’s book, Cry of the Stone, will be out soon. 
Old Business 
 Linda Cassmann-Randall stated that there was been some question about selling the Iowa T-shirts and 
hoodies on the national website.  The consensus was not to do this.  A committee of Linda Cassman-Randall, Ken 
Callison, Pam Manning, and Bernadine McGuire will study the proposal to sell T-shirts and hoodies at other 
events such as the State Fair or national meetings. 
 There has been interest in the availability for purchase of the “turkey” table decoration from the November 
meeting. There is a possibility that someone can make these from the pattern used at The Reserve. Maureen 
Wilson will bring a sample and sign up sheet to the May meeting.  
 There is over $1,000 in the scholarship fund.  It was determined that there will be no scholarship awarded for 
2016.  John Butler, Linda Cassmann-Randall, and Ruth Tucker were appointed as members of the Scholarship 
committee.  Iris Eriksen will email Board of Assistants members requesting them to email the committee 
members ideas on the qualifications for the scholarship, such as who can apply, what criteria will be used for 
judging, and amount of monetary award.  The committee will report at the May meeting. 
New Business 
 Danielle Knutson moved and Maureen Wilson seconded that starting in 2017, there will be a $5 late penalty 
for dues paid between December 1st and March 31st.  There will be a $10 penalty for dues paid after April 
1st.  Motion passed. 
 The position of Surgeon has been filled.  Ms. Barbara Clayton, who is a nurse, has agreed to be the Surgeon. 
Other Business 
 Maureen Wilson has arranged for the program for the November 2016 Compact meeting at the Reserve. Brian 
Bopp will portray William Bradford.  Arrangements have been made to meet the cost of the program. 
 The Annual meeting will be May 7, 2016 at Bonanza Steakhouse.  The program will be announced at a later 
date.  Ken Callison will install Ms. Clayton as Surgeon at the meeting. 
 The meeting was adjourned at 11:10 a.m. 
 
Recording Secretary, 
Barb Gregersen 
 

Junk is stuff we throw away.     Stuff is junk we keep. 
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APPROVED APPLICATIONS Since the Winter, 2016, Newsletter
 
Descendant of William Brewster 
G# 89569  IA# 1490 
Gary Dean Waugh 
Council Bluffs, IA    
  
 

 
Descendants of Stephen Hopkins 
G# 89522 IA# 1489 
Robert Donald Tubbs 
Lincoln, IL 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

JUNIOR MEMBERS BETWEEN THE AGE OF 18 & 25 

 Junior members in Iowa, between the ages of 18 & 25, have the opportunity to become regular members of 
the General Society of Descendants of the Mayflower by completing the application form, providing necessary 
documentation and the application fees.  After the application is approved by the Historian General at Plymouth, a 
portion of the application fee is refunded to the person paying the application fee. If they have not started the 
application process by the age of 25, they will be dropped from membership. 

Suggestions from Peggy Marsh, GSMD Junior Committee: 

 Determined Pilgrims courageously made the famous 1620 voyage and founded the first New England colony. 
They were ordinary English men and women, but they were extraordinary in their resolve; the odds were not in 
their favor. The April 5, 1621, return voyage of the Mayflower is emotional. The sight of that wooden ‘home 
away from home’ sailing to the horizon must have evoked a feeling of sadness which could have only been 
exceeded by the recent deaths of many Pilgrim family members. 
  Great stories in history are often superseded with tragic events. These stories that are sent to you are shared in 
a manner which is suitable for all of our Juniors. As a story is read to a pre-school Mayflower Junior, the 
conversation will surely contain at least a dozen questions that usually begin with words: why, when or who! This 
will allow dialogue about the Pilgrim story and may lead to searching sources for more information together. 
  I suggest that parents purchase a folder for these stories. As they appear in the inboxes of families in our state, 
they may be printed and added to the folder for future reference. A bonus is that the Pilgrim stories will be in a 
central place. One day, that younger Junior will be able to read the Pilgrim stories, share them with friends, 
teachers and ultimately, their own children!         
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JUNIOR	MEMBERS	in	IOWA	

       

In Memoriam 
 

     G# 80817 IA# 1339   Shirley Ann RUCHOTZKE TURNER              Died  8 Oct 2015 
     G# 49702 IA#   946   Margaret Ann “Peg” MERRILL GRASSLEY  Died 25 Feb 2016 
  

Little deeds of Kindness 
             Little words of love 

                Help to make earth happy 
                 Like the heaven above! 



	 	

 
Genealogical Documentation Practices - Lineage Societies 

 
   I know this is confusing for long-time Mayflower members, but the genealogical documentation practices are 
much more rigid since about 1985, and they continue to become more so all the time.  We now need to document 
all persons and all events listed as fully as possible.  All event occurring for each person (birth, marriage, death) 
after 1900 require a photocopy of the vital record if possible.  That includes even spouses.  It helps eliminate 
errors that had earlier occurred between persons carrying the same name, but not being of the same family.  At 
one time The Mayflower Index, which was published in 1981 by the Society, was allowed, but so many errors 
were discovered in the lineages covered, that it is no longer an approved source.  Many of our Iowa lineages prior 
to 1985 used that, so we now have to find documents to prove those lines if new people (yes, even children, 
grandchildren, etc.) want to become members of that line. 
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Today in our History  

The Mayflower Leaves Plymouth Harbor 
 

April 5, 1621 
 

November 11, 1620 - The Mayflower was anchored in Cape Cod 
Harbor. The miserable voyage had caused most passengers to 
become sea sick, sea weary and see-ing red! The historic Mayflower 
Compact had helped to settle the disagreement about the final 
destination of the Mayflower. They clearly needed rules by which to 
govern themselves, just as we do today.   

In December, the Mayflower relocated to Plymouth Harbor after 
Plymouth was determined to be the suitable location for their 
colony. The wooden home away from home was a constant fixture 
in the harbor’s horizon. It sat for nearly four months as the Pilgrims 
built structures and dealt with serious illness. Surely during that 
time, the inside of the ship was given a good cleaning. Able bodied 
men would sail the shallop (the small wooden boat) to shore with 
supplies and manpower to build Plymouth Colony.  

In March of 1621, there were enough structures built in 
Plymouth that everyone could live on land. After the harsh 
winter, Mayflower was preparing to leave to return to England. 
The ship’s crew felt comfortable that they were leaving the 
Pilgrims with a good start to new homes and Wampanoag 
friends. The crew began filling the ship’s hold (the lower part of 
the ship which held the supplies) with stones from Plymouth’s 
shore to replace the weight of the unloaded cargo that had made 
the 66-day voyage. 

April 5, 1621 ~ The cargo ship Mayflower, was pulling up anchor, 
leaving the Pilgrims in this New World. On the ship was 
Captain Christopher Jones and the few remaining crew 
members who had survived winter’s illnesses. One young crew 
member who was hired as a cooper (a barrel maker), but chose 
to stay in Plymouth. That young man, John Alden, remained in 

Plymouth, later married, had ten children and was a prominent member of Plymouth. Today, visitors frequent his 
second home in Duxbury which was built in 1651 and still stands in Duxbury.  
 
Captain Jones had lost his gunner, the cook and more than a dozen sailors, including the boatswain (the sailor in 
charge of the shallop). Even the captain seemed to have suffered the effects of 
the previous winter. He died about a year later.  
 
The last recorded reference to the Mayflower was in May of 1624 when an 
application was made from the widow of Christopher Jones and two other 
owners. This declaration was made to sell the ship for scrap since it was said 
to be “”in ruins”. Visit Caleb Johnson’s scanned copy of “Johnson’s Probate 
Inventory” of the Mayflower: 

http://mayflowerhistory.com/probate-inventory-of-the-mayflower    
  

The Mayflower 
Michael J. Whitehand, Cornwall, England 

Photo from History Channel or National Geographic  

     Mayflower's End by Mike Haywood 



	 	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 

  Today in Our History 
                The Mayflower Leaves Plymouth Harbor 

April 5, 1621 

 

The Mayflower was probably built in the early 1600s. Christopher Jones was in command of the ship by 1609 and 
became part owner in 1612. After loads of various goods such as: herring, wine, cloth, pine planks, salt and vinegar, 
the captain of this cargo transported 102 English colonists, our Pilgrim ancestors.  

  
If you have ever wondered what actually happened to the Mayflower, 
Caleb Johnson explains: “The claim, first originating from J. Rendel 
Harris' book The Finding of the Mayflower (1920), that the Mayflower ended 
up as a barn in Jordans, England, is now widely discredited as being a 
figment of an overzealous imagination on the tercentenary anniversary 
of the Mayflower's voyage, combined with a tainted oral history.  None 
of the evidence has withstood subsequent investigation.” 
 
Jordans is a village located in Buckinghamshire, England and is a center 
for Quakerism. The 
village is the also the 

burial place of William 
Penn, founder of the 

Province of Pennsylvania. Tourists from all over the world   believe 
the folklore, flocking to see the Mayflower Barn in this quaint 
town. They believe that it is made from timbers of the beloved ship 
which transported the English Pilgrims to the New World in 1620. 

 
 

The following are only a few of the 
curiosities of the Mayflower Barn:  
 
~ The Mayflower was taken apart at the Rotherhithe, which is on the south bank of the 
Thames River. Jordans is approximately 8 miles away.  
~ The elm door is supported by four bars of oak, each with carved floral decorations, 
possibly indicating symbols of the ship’s name, Mayflower. 
~ There is a cracked support beam, just as the Mayflower suffered during an Atlantic storm. 

~ The barn was definitely built from the timbers of salt-infused wood from a ship which 
was the size of the Mayflower.  
~ One of the owners of the Mayflower, Robert Child, lived only a few miles away from 
Jordans and Richard Gardiner, a Mayflower passenger lived in the neighborhood.  
          
We may never be able to visit this unique barn for ourselves, but it will always be known 
as the Mayflower Barn.  
 
By the way, do you also believe that Mary Chilton was the first Mayflower passenger to 
step onto Plymouth Rock?  
 

Sources: 
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/      
http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/ 
http://www.sail1620.org/Articles/the-good-ship-mayflower 
http://mayflowerhistory.com/history-of-the-mayflower 
The Mayflower and the Pilgrims’ New World by Nathaniel Philbrick 

                         openbuildings.com 

 

A 17th century wooden door in 
the Mayflower Barn 

    Interior of the Mayflower Barn - Internet photo 



	 	

IOWA  SOCIETY IS A TAX EXEMPT ORGANIZATION 

 As of December 9, 2014, the Iowa Society of Mayflower Descendants has been determined by the Internal 
Revenue Service to be tax exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. This means that 
donors to the Iowa Society can deduct their contributions on their tax returns.  
 If you would like to make a donation to the Iowa Society Scholarship Fund, please make your check 
payable to "Iowa Society of Mayflower Descendants" with Scholarship in the Memo space, and send it to 
Danielle Knutson, Treasurer, 18473 Co. Hwy. D65, Hubbard, IA 50122-8401.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HAVE YOU VISITED THE GENERAL SOCIETY OF MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS WEBSITE?  
 <https://www.themayflowersociety.com/> 

How to view The Mayflower Quarterly online: 
   You must be a member of a State Society in good standing to register for the Members Only section. If you 
have trouble logging in or signing up for the Members Only section, please contact 
membership@themayflowersociety.org 
 1.  Log in to the Members Only Section of our website. 
 2. On the left sidebar of the website, bring your mouse to the ‘Members Only’ link and choose ‘Mayflower 
Quarterly’ from the drop down menu. 
 3. Click on the front cover of the issue of The Mayflower Quarterly that you want to read. 
 

Or the Mayflower Descendants in Iowa website? 
<http://sites.google.com/site/mayflowerdescendantsiniowa/> 

Iowa Mayflower Society newsletters are available on the website. 
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		IOWA MAYFLOWER SOCIETY SHIRTS 

							Orders	will	be	taken	for	these	shirts	to	be	delivered	at	the	Annual	Meeting		
			on	May	7,		2016.		They	come	in	Mayflower	Hot	Pink	or	gray	with	black	lettering.	
																	Payment	is	requested	at	time	of	ordering,  
      Contact Linda Cassman-Randall  (319) 267-2297 • lindaellen4765@gmail.com 
	 Tee	shirts	-	Sizes	S,	M,	L,		XL	-	$15;		2XL	&	up	-	$17		
	 Hoddie	sweatshirt	-	$30	

The	profit	from	these	shirts	goes	to	the	Scholarship	Fund.	
	
	



	 	

GO GREEN: EMAIL REMINDER 

The Iowa Society of Mayflower Descendants now uses email exclusively wherever possible to communicate with 
members, applicants and prospective members. This includes distribution of the Iowa Hawkeye newsletter. 
Regular mail is used only for those members who do not use email, or by request to rmftucker@gmail.com  

 All members are entitled to a copy of the Hawkeye Newsletter. If you are receiving a printed copy and would 
like it via e-mail, please send your e-mail address to: RMFTucker@gmail.com 
 There are several advantages to receiving the digital copy.  You receive your newsletter at least a week before 
the printed copy, the photos are in color, you can enlarge it on the computer to make it easier to read, and it saves 
the Society money.   

Please contact us if there is a death, marriage, address change, etc. 
We need this information!!!!! 

 
2016 MAYFLOWER SOCIETY  

DUES 
A FEW WORDS ABOUT DUES 

 There are still 21 members who have not paid their 2016 dues. The first notice was in last fall’s (2015) Iowa 
Hawkeye and a reminder notice has been sent to those who did not pay at that time. If these are not received by 
May 7, you will be dropped from membership. If you wish to be resigned in good standing, send a check for 2015 
and 2016 dues, with a letter of resignation.  
 **Life members or 50-year members in the Iowa Society do not pay annual dues. 
 

Send check payable now to Iowa Mayflower Society to: 
Mrs. Danielle Knutson, Treasurer, 18473 Co. Hwy D-65, Hubbard, IA  50122-8401 

Contact Danielle (Page 1)  if there are questions.
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Ruth M.F. Tucker 
339 Lawrence St. 
Evansdale IA 50707-1231 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

    IOWA SOCIETY HAVE  
MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS 
   Address Correction requested. 
 


